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Agenda

• Explanation of Honors programs and 

colleges

• Differences between a program and a 

college

• Components that are often part of Honors 

at a large, public institution

• How to decide if Honors is the right fit

• How to gain admission to Honors



What is an Honors program or college?

• College enrichment experience

• Geared towards high-achieving students

• Offers students the chance to go above-

and-beyond the challenges of a regular 

college curriculum



Where are these programs?

• Typically, Honors programs exist at large 

public institutions

• There are also examples at smaller 

colleges (typically a small cohort model)



College vs. Program

What is the difference between an Honors 

college and an Honors program?

In many cases, the terms “college” and 

“program” are used similarly when referencing 

the Honors experience.



Components of Honors

Academics

• Curricular focus

• Smaller Honors classes

• Research (thesis, capstone, major project)

• Faculty connections

• Specialized Honors academic advising



Components of Honors

Academics

• Required coursework

• Expectation to maintain a minimum g.p.a.

• Priority scheduling

• Completion of academic and/or research 
requirements leads to an Honors 
designation at graduation



Components of Honors

Residence Life and Co-curricular

• Honors housing

• Residential programming geared towards 

Honors students

• Honors programs have specific events and 

organizations for Honors students



Components of Honors

Career Preparation and Internships

• Some institutions, depending on the major, 

have special internships for Honors 

students

• Common to find opportunities in a lab or 

have a field experience

• Mix of paid and unpaid experiences



Components of Honors

Study Abroad

• Institutions may offer special study abroad 

opportunities for Honors students

• Options for research, internships, and field 

experience abroad



Components of Honors

Scholarships

• Some universities, but not all, may offer a 

scholarship tied to Honors status



Is Honors the right fit?

• Like universities, no two Honors 
experiences are the same, so do your 
research!

• Reach out with questions

• Participate in Honors recruitment days

• It can be helpful to find out how the Honors 
experience compares with the experience 
of non-Honors students at the same 
University



Admission to an Honors program

• Most programs or colleges will have some 

type of review process for admission

• Find out if there is a separate application 

for Honors or if you apply in a different way 

(e.g. responding to a question on the 

common application, completing an 

interest form, etc.)



Admission to an Honors program

• As always, meet deadlines and thoroughly 

complete application

• Put time and thought into the essay 

questions

• Answer the question that the essay asks 

directly (we know when students cut-and-

paste an essay from another application 

)



Admission to an Honors Program

What if a student does not start at an 

institution as an Honors student?

There is usually a way for enrolled students 

to apply once they have taken a certain 

amount of coursework and achieved a 

minimum g.p.a.



Questions?


